The JUDGE’s Corner



Ron Miner  baronminer@aol.com


I need to start with a note of thanks for the leadership and the wise counsel of Glenn Ruth in growing, judging and enjoying dahlias.  We will miss his wonderful friendship!


It is finally actually acting a little more like spring!  You are all no doubt planted and waiting anxiously for a few of your favorites to show some enthusiastic growth in the garden.  Now that you have a little more time on your hands, please take a few minutes to read the judging manual.  There is nothing like being able to add a few facts to your opinions as you begin the judging process at the Cuyahoga Fair in a couple months.


Do you remember Miss Milk Toast and Mr. Big Shot when they made guest appearances in this column last summer?  Rumor has it that they actually plan on coming to help judge the Fair this summer.   You will want to be prepared to join in the fun and revisiting the manual will help you to do that!


Imagine that your garden is overflowing with wonderful blooms at the end of July and early August.  (That could happen if you are off to a good start when you receive this Digest!)  You have brought lots of BB’s, B’s, and A’s to the fair and actually got most of them staged before judging begins.  That is the good news.  Perhaps the bad news is that you consequently have been given the “opportunity” to judge the “Other Types.”  Probably, however, you consider the worst news to be that you have been assigned to work with Miss Milk Toast and Mr. Big Shot to do that section.  Nevertheless, you make the judging chairperson proud by managing to avoid grimacing when your assignment is announced and off you go to take a look at your section.  Mr. BS is already at the table, complaining loudly about the organization of the section.  He adds, “I don’t like mignon singles; why would anyone even bring one of those to the show?  They are so little.  

No one even notices them.”  You wisely suggest that before getting caught up in a discussion of the relative merits of the various classes, you should determine the best in each.  Miss MT adds that it is really important to set aside personal preferences in judging the entries.  You think maybe this won’t be so bad after all.  She also suggests that “All the forms and colors are mixed; perhaps we should separate the entries into classes to begin.”  Mr. BS says that there are no entries in class 77,  Anemones, but there are a number of Collarettes in class 78: several Alpen Cherub, three Christmas Carol, and six Pooh.  You lead the group through a discussion of the facts that there is a clear choice for the best entry in each of two of the cultivars but that none of the Christmas Carols are competitive.  Mr. BS observes that the best Pooh is really pretty; he likes that one for the ribbon.  Miss MT points out that the spacing of the florets around the center of the bloom is much more uniform in the Alpen Cherub than in the Pooh and adds that the judging manual indicates that uniformity  “is an important characteristic for form in the open-centered types.”  You agree and also point out that “The colors on Pooh are very attractive, but the distribution of color on the ray florets is not very uniform on any of them.”  Mr. BS recognizes that he is in the minority and agrees to move on to the next class with the ribbon going to Alpen Cherub.


Judging the rest of the section goes pretty well until you get near the end and discover a Goldie Gull (AN LB) near the end of the table.  Mr. BS says, “Too bad we already judged that class, we’ll just have to disqualify this entry.”  You knew this assignment was going to be a pain, but this is just too much.  You take three deep breaths and …


To be continued!

