The JUDGE’s Corner



Ron Miner  baronminer@aol.com


The season is underway; my grandsons, Drew and Evan,  planted their dahlia garden this afternoon!  It is a joint project.  They planted several each of the cultivars named after them plus a few others.  I hope you are enjoying the start of your season, too.


My judging objective this year is to sign up and/or promote six candidate judges.  To that end, I distributed seed at the last DSO meeting.  I have heard from several of you that your seeds are growing.  I planted a lot and have a lot more plants than I anticipated.  If you didn’t get seeds at the last meeting; let me know (baronminer@aol.com).  I’ll provide plants at our next meeting.  The logic here is pretty straightforward.  Showing dahlias is a basic prerequisite to becoming a judge.  The plan for the seedlings is to have a special section for them at the Petitti show in October.  When you bring some of those seedlings to the show, you will discover that the process of showing at a dahlia show is thoroughly enjoyable.  Thus, I’m confident that you will want to enter more!  And, of course, the best way to do well at a show is to become a judge.  That way, you will know what distinguishes a winning entry from a beautiful entry.  Further, since we follow Glenn Ruth’s wise counsel—to have fun while learning— you will thoroughly enjoy the process of judging.


What should you be looking for in those new cultivars you’re growing this summer?  One answer is “hairy stems.”  As some of you know, I have a seedling that showed some interesting insect resistance that may be associated with hairy stems.  The seeds/seedlings I supplied should have been exposed to the pollen from both the seedling and the source of the hairy stems, the species dahlia D. sorensenii.
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However, in the context of judging, there are better answers.  The seedlings should possess good characteristics of color, form, substance, stem, foliage, bloom position, floriferousness/uniformity, and distinction!  In a nutshell, that means that the color should be bright and clean.  Each bloom should have eight ray florets that are identical, arranged in a plane, and exhibit a highly symmetrical pattern around the center of the disc florets.  The blooms should retain their form and the florets should not droop even after they are cut for the show.  The stems should be stiff and straight.  [image: image2.jpg]



The foliage should frame the bloom and be in proportion to the bloom size.  The blooms should sit on the stem at 45°.  The plant should exhibit large numbers of nearly identical blooms.  And, finally, the plant and its blooms should grab your attention both in the garden and on the show table.  (Wow, I hope I get a couple like that!)  Actually, it is easier han you might anticipate because these seeds were taken from cultivars that exhibit most of those characteristics.


I look forward to the special seedling show and the associated judging seminar at Petitti’s and certainly hope that everyone will bring a few blooms for that event!

