The JUDGE’s Corner (May, 2009)



Ron Miner  baronminer@aol.com


Yes; the season is underway!  Welcome, 2009.  May your gardens be even more spectacular this year than last year.

I hope you are planning on dedicating a few plants to be show plants this year.  Showing at least a few blooms during the year is an essential prerequisite to becoming a judge.  The reason for that is that a judge needs to understand the basic processes that growers use to get high quality blooms onto their plants and to the show tables.  You will find that it is not a big deal.  Nevertheless, if you would like to have someone to give you some counsel during the year on what steps to take and when to take them, please let me know.  I will help you find a mentor in your area who can spend some time with you to provide counsel in the process.

The Cuyahoga and Geauga County Fairs are great places to start showing.  You are even likely to bring home a few dollars to cover those onion rings you couldn’t resist!  The other easy show to join will be the seedling competition we plan to have at the Petitti Show in October.  I will provide seed or plants grown from seed taken from a number of the best open-centered cultivars: Norma Wills, Pooh, Alpen Cherub, and Marie Schnugg.  Everyone will then bring their best and worst blooms from those seedlings to the October show at Petitti’s.  Trying to pick the best (and the worst?) open-centered seedling should be a lot of fun and very instructive for all growers, showers, and judges. Best of luck!

