Judging Corner – The Other Half
In many judging seminars - and all of mine – I use the “Other Half” to refer to the combination of all of the other judging attributes besides form and color.  I hope that this description of substance, stem, foliage, bloom position, uniformity or floriferousness, and distinction helps to reinforce the fact that form and color are by far the most important characteristics on which to judge an entry.  A serious form or color fault is far more important than bloom position, for example, even though bloom position can be far more easily recognized.  The key message in “The Other Half” is to take care in penalizing an entry for a subtle defect in any of these seven characteristics in comparison to defects in form or color.

In keen competition, of course, subtle defects in these seven characteristics can very well make the difference between a grand champion and a bloom that stays in its color class.  Thus, while it is very important to keep their values in perspective, it is also very important to understand these attributes and the characteristics that comprise serious and subtle faults.  We will discuss substance, stem, and foliage this month and the others next month.
Substance is that characteristic of a bloom that describes the extent to which it is stiff, rigid, and full of water.  We’ve all seen blooms on Sunday afternoon that have lost virtually all their substance.  The florets and even the stems are limp and perhaps even on the show table.  On Saturday morning, however, it is important to be able to detect more subtle variations in substance.  Loss of substance can often be detected on the oldest of the florets in the back of the bloom.  If they are wilted and hanging loosely on the back of the bloom, it is a serious fault.  If the florets are uniformly turgid from front to back, the substance is excellent.  Be aware that this characteristic can be substantially influenced by show conditions.  On a hot, sunny morning at Petitti’s, even the best of blooms will probably show substance faults.
Some stem faults are relatively easy to detect.  Stems that are very short or very crooked are serious faults.  Stems should be strong, erect, and in good proportion to the bloom.  For large blooms the stem should be at least as long as the diameter of the bloom.  For smaller blooms, the stem length can be (and usually is) longer than the bloom diameter.  The stem should be round and not oval, rough, or ridged.
Exhibitors in North America use foliage to frame the bloom.  In the Midwest, two or even three pairs of leaves are commonly displayed.  In the Northwest, exhibitors seldom show more than one pair of leaves.  In Europe, Australia, and New Zealand, no foliage is used!  Most shows require one pair of leaves. Ideally, that pair of leaves will be located directly opposite one another and they will be identical.  They will also be perpendicular to and in proportion to the bloom.  Serious faults are foliage that is way too large or too small, diseased, and crinkled or folded.  If the leaves have different formation; e.g., a single leaf versus a compound leaf, it is a fault.
In summary, substance, stem, and foliage comprise 35% of the value of an entry.  Even subtle faults in any of these characteristics can make the critical difference in winning entries.  On the other hand, form and color faults demand attention first in any judging situation.

