Judging Corner
Last month in this column we talked about the dahlia attribute that is the single most important and has the highest numerical value, Form.  The various characteristics of Form comprise 28% of the total value of a show dahlia.  The attribute with the second highest value is Color.  The various characteristics of Color comprise 22% of the total value of a show dahlia.

The ADS recognizes 15 color classes, all of which have equal merit.
· For example, a dark blend cultivar with no color faults is of equal merit to a yellow cultivar with no color faults.

· The intensity of the color does not change the merit; Light Accord is of equal value to Hamari Accord, even though the latter has significantly more intense level of yellow.
· Mixtures with white do not affect the merit of the color; a very pale yellow is of the same merit as a very bright yellow unless there are color faults that discriminate between the values of the two.
· Mixtures with gray do reduce the merit of the color.  Take care, however, in assessing a penalty for this fault.  For example, the lighting must be excellent in the judging area to avoid the influence of lighting on the conclusion.  Personally, I seldom detect gray in judging dahlias.  There are, of course, situations where the presence of gray can be detected; in that case, a substantial penalty should be assessed.


Cultivars are separated into color classes in shows in order to begin the process of identifying the best entries.  Thus, evaluation of the merit of color is a fundamentally important part of the first step in judging a show.
· The color of an entry should be clean, clear, uniform, bright, and lustrous with silky and sparkling texture.  The extent to which an entry meets those characteristics is an indication of the relative merit of the entry.
· The entry should not exhibit obvious bracts at the base of the florets.  The presence of wolf petals (florets of a different color or partially different color) is a fault.  The florets should be free from streaks and a blotchy or granular appearance.  Fading and burning are among the most common color faults.  They can be a consequence of exposure of the blooms to a hot afternoon sun.  That, of course, is the reason that many show gardens sprout lots of umbrellas near show time!  The extent to which an entry exhibits these characteristics is an indication of the relative level of faults in color in the entry.

The determination of a new cultivar’s color can become quite a complicated process, particularly if it exhibits a combination of colors.  More on that topic later!
One interesting tidbit from the most recent ADS meeting: black dahlias, now coming on the scene, will be classified and compete with purple dahlias, at least for the time being.

