Dahlia Society of Ohio (DSO) Minutes (Unapproved)
July 17, 2009
Call to Order: President Mike Weber

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m.  Location – Community Room at Busch Funeral Home, Parma, OH.  Approximately 18 members and 2 guests were in attendance. 
Recording Secretary’s Report: Sharon Swaney
June minutes were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report: Mike Weber for Joann Bendokaitis

Mike reviewed a full report (provided by Joann) on all our holdings.  See Joann for details.
Membership Report: John Bendokaitis
No report.
First Vice President’s Report: Mike Weber for Barbara Hosta

The picnic will be at the Lorain County Tropical Greenhouse – August 1st, 1:00 p.m. Bring a dish to share. 

For the second year, Tom Demaline of Willoway Nurseries donated the cost of our plant propagation to the Memorial Fund in the name of Glenn Ruth.  Thanks Tom.
Second Vice President: Dave Cap
Dave reviewed the show schedule.  One month to the Cuyahoga County show!  Jerry has registration forms.  We need blooms and judges.
Don’t forget to support our Mahoning Valley friends at their show, 
August 21- 23.
If you are going to the Midwest show, get your hotel reservations soon.  The show is not in a hotel, so folks are staying in a variety of hotels.

You must pre-register by August 12th to participate in the Geauga County Fair  show.  Jerry has forms.

Dave reviewed that we set up Friday night after the mall closes for the Parma show.  Come help!  And then bring lots of blooms to the show.

We will add the Pittsburgh show to our list.  It is September 18-20.

Dave also advertised the Parma Pierogi Fest to be held Saturday July 18 at the mall.
Corresponding Secretary’s Report: Mary Ann Moreno

No report.
Digest/ADS Report – Jerry Moreno
Jerry provided our guest from Montana with a Digest and a wall chart. 

Mike showed us a sample dahlia calendar, priced at $12.95.  Jerry reported that Grand Rapids is providing a calendar for the 2009 Midwest show. 
Sunshine Report:  Mike Weber for Elaine Bebenroth

Mike reminded us that Paul Albrecht has broken his hip.  The club sent a card.




Elaine is in therapy for her arm and shoulder.  

Mike noted that we have quite a disabled list going into the season!
Web Site: Sharon Swaney 
No Report.
Botanical Gardens Report:  Marge Janki
No report. 

Old Business
As mentioned in a previous meeting, John Learner will have a gingerbread house display at the October Fest held at the Cuyahoga County Fair Grounds Labor Day weekend.  He would like to add dahlias to his display and asked us for help.  Please bring blooms/bouquets on Thursday, September 3rd (or throughout the weekend).  John will stage the blooms and provide information on dahlias to those visiting the display.  If you need to talk to John, Mike has his cell phone number.
Randy reported that Theresa Bergman has also seen detrimental effects of sulfur – cuttings taking off slowly, plants growing slowly.  Even sulfur in the water is a detriment. 
We discussed selling dahlias at our shows.  It has been tried and didn’t work out very well.  We discussed some solutions to the problems that we had or could have when selling flowers.  Typically, we give them away after the show and consensus seemed to be that we would just continue to do this.
New Business

Our next actual meeting will be October 16.  It will be time to assemble a slate of officers for 2010.  If anyone would like to serve as an officer, please let Mike know.  Dave said if someone is interested in the 2nd VP job, it would not have to include doing all the shows.  Some of the positions need to be replaced due to term limits.
Ron and Jerry will be co-coordinators for our 2010 Midwest show.  The question came up as to what constitutes the “Midwest”.  In this case it is 18 clubs from Ohio, Missouri, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Indiana, Illinois, and Ontario Canada.
Dahlia Questions/Comments?
Jerry is fighting bugs on the leaves of his dahlias.  After some investigation he determined that they are cucumber Beetles.  He is able to control them with pesticides.  Slugs are also an issue as they were chewing the laterals and into the stalk. 
Jerry also told us that he saw dahlias in June in Copenhagen.  It must be the light enabling them to bloom so early because it is not heat.  Our guest from Montana said she has seen early blooms in western Canada and they also would have longer days.

Sharon complained of yellowing leaves.  She is trying Epsom salts.  

Mike has really early blooms.  He admitted the secret might be his pop up greenhouse.  And there seems to be a flowered bedspread involved.
Norman Zaworski starts his plants in the basement in March.  He uses no special heat or light; he goes for root development.  He cautioned not to put plants outside too early. 

Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30.  Refreshments were provided by Kathy Foith, Marilyn Weber and Sharon Swaney.  Thanks ladies.  Thanks also to Don Sopko for providing beverages.
Raffle

Neil donated a gorgeous picture for the raffle.  Thanks Neil.  It was won by a guest.
Program – Staging Dahlias for Show
Our very own experts, Mike, Doc, Jerry, and Dave taught us how to stage dahlias.  The presentation included lots of questions and comments from the other club members.
Next Meeting – August 1st – Picnic
· 1:00 p.m. 

· Lorain County Tropical Greenhouse
· Bring a dish to share
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Swaney

Recording Secretary
