Dahlia Society of Ohio (DSO) Minutes June 19, 2009
Call to Order: Barbara Hosta for President Mike Weber

Barbara called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Location – Community Room at Busch Funeral Home, Parma, OH.  Approximately 22 members were in attendance.  No guests. 
Recording Secretary’s Report: Sharon Swaney
Minutes for May were approved (two typos to be corrected).
Treasurer’s Report: Joann Bendokaitis


Joann provided a full report on all our holdings.  See Joann for details.
Membership Report: John Bendokaitis
John reported 79 members paid and 45 not paid.  We will stop sending the Digests to the unpaid (now former) members.  We will send reminder postcards to any long standing members who have not paid.
First Vice President’s Report: Barbara Hosta

The picnic will be at the Lorain County Tropical Greenhouse in Lorain.  After a short discussion, we chose August 1st for the date.  The time will probably be 1:00 p.m.  Other details and confirmation of the time will follow.
The July meeting will be instruction on staging dahlias for show.
Second Vice President: Dave Cap
The shows are only two months away!  Dave reviewed the show dates.

Dave reviewed our earnings for the tuber sales at Pettiti’s, Holden, and Rockefeller Gardens.  The sales were successful.  We will do the sales again next year; however, we will conduct a sale at Pettiti’s Oakwood for two days rather than do a sale at a west side Pettiti’s location.  Dave hopes that additional members will help staff the sales next year! 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report: Mary Ann Moreno

No report.
Digest/ADS Report
No report.

Sunshine Report:  Elaine Bebenroth
Elaine has broken her arm.  We wish Elaine a fast recovery.
Web Site: Sharon Swaney 
Check out the photo gallery section of the web site.  Caroline Sahley has contributed some new pictures and the old favorites remain.  Members – share your gardens with others by sending pictures for the web site to Sharon.
Botanical Gardens Report:  Marge Janki
No report. 

Old Business
Ron provided seedlings to interested parties.  These will be open centered dahlias and are to be shown at the Pettiti’s show in October.  The judges will be looking for the best and the worst!
Barb Miner reported that the Boutique Committee has begun preparing for the Midwest 2010 show.  They are looking for additional contributors.
New Business

None.
Dahlia Questions?

Randy pointed out that using sulfur on dahlias during storage may be inhibiting root growth.  A short discussion followed.  
Doc wondered if grass treatment chemicals would remain in grass clippings.  The consensus was yes, with some folks thinking the chemicals might remain for a year. 

Sharon wanted to know how to deal with hungry chipmunks.  Several products were recommended such as Molemax, Critter Ridder, moth balls.

Rudy hypothesized that tuber storage success is greatly influenced by whether the tubers are wet or dry when dug.  Digging them when dry seems to work best.

Barb H. described a panty-hose-on-the-blooms experiment.  Not successful – but funny!
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned and we enjoyed a birthday cake in Don Sopko’s honor.  Happy Birthday Don!  

Thanks to Pat Lybarger for supplying the cake.  Don Sopko provided beverages – thanks Don.
Raffle

Kathy F. won the 50-50.
Program
Deborah Davis provided a very informative and fun presentation on container gardening.  

Next Meeting – July 17, 2009 – Staging Dahlias for Show
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Swaney

Recording Secretary
