Dahlia Society of Ohio (DSO) Minutes  

May 15, 2009

Call to Order: President Mike Weber

Mike called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Location – Community Room at Busch Funeral Home, Parma, OH.  Approximately 45 members and guests were in attendance. 

Recording Secretary’s Report: Sharon Swaney

The minutes from April were approved as published in the Digest and may also be found on our website.

Treasurer’s Report: Joann Bendokaitis

Joann provided a full report on all our holdings.  See her for details. Joann reported that the Petitti’s Oakwood and Holden tuber/plant sales were profitable. Mike indicated that the Petitti’s Avon sales were not very successful.  Some discussion followed with the conclusion that perhaps the society should look for a different location next year.

Membership Report: John Bendokaitis

John reported 130+ DSO members.

First Vice President’s Report: Barbara Hosta

June’s program will be on container gardening. In July we will learn about staging dahlias for showing—in time to be ready to show at the Cuyahoga County Fair in August.

Second Vice President: Dave Cap

Dave thanked all who provided tubers and/or volunteered at our sales.

The Rockefeller Center sale will continue tomorrow and Sunday, May 16-17. Barbara Hosta indicated that Rockefeller has lots of interesting items for sale—irises, tropical plants, tomatoes and more. 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report: MaryAnn Moreno

No new information to report.

Digest/ADS Report: Jerry Moreno

No ADS information to report. Jerry distributed Digests to our visitors and the very informative ADS Wall Charts to those who did not have one.

Sunshine Report:  Elaine Bebenroth
Pat Lybarger has hurt her back. Elaine will send a card from the group. Best wishes for a fast recovery to Pat.

Web Site: Sharon Swaney 

As webmaster, Sharon received a request asking if anyone knew how to obtain a Fred Springer dahlia. No one at the meeting had any particular information regarding the variety. Sharon will post the request on our website and contact the requestor. 

Please send pictures of your dahlias, gardens, etc. to Sharon for our site.

We decided to wait awhile before starting to advertise our 2010 Midwest Show.

Botanical Gardens Report:  Marge Janki

No report.

Old Business

The results of the Willoway plantings were obvious by the beautiful plants that were presented for the auction tonight. Mike thanked Dave Cap and Doc Hemminger for all their hard work and help at Willoway. Please save 4” pots for next year’s plants. Please give clean pots to Dave.

New Business

Doc will check with Willoway regarding what we owe them for the use of their facilities.

Joann read a letter received from the Grand Valley Society thanking us for our contribution of $150 to the 2009 Midwest Show.

Ron Miner provided seeds for growing seedlings to be shown at the DSO Member’s show at Petitti’s Oakwood in the fall. The seeds come from crossing one of the species dahlias, D. Sorensenii, with open center varieties. Ron hopes that these seeds will produce new varieties with the unique characteristic of the species parent—hairy stems!  Ron advised to plant the seeds like a tomato seed, harden the plants off before starting them in the garden, and protect the small plants from slugs. 

Dahlia Questions?

A member asked, “If tubers that have been started have long stems, how should they be planted?” It was suggested to lay the long stem horizontally on the ground as many folks do with tomato plants. You have to be careful in bending the dahlia stem up, as it is more fragile than the tomato stem. 

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned and refreshments were provided by Peggy Baker, Katie Janda, and Maureen Nowak.  Beverages by Don Sopko.  Thanks folks!

Raffle

The 50-50 was won by a guest.

Program

Plant sale.  Doc Hemminger, Mike Weber, and Chuck Janki officiated assisted by Barbara Hosta and Marilyn Weber.

Next Meeting – June 19, 2009 – Program on Container Gardening

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Swaney

Recording Secretary
