Dahlia Society of Ohio (DSO) Minutes 
October 16, 2009
Call to Order: President Mike Weber

Mike called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Location – Community Room at Busch Funeral Home, Parma, OH.  Approximately 25 members and 3 guests were in attendance. 
Recording Secretary’s Report: Sharon Swaney
Sharon provided copies of the July minutes for those interested.  Minutes are also posted on the website.
Treasurer’s Report: Joann Bendokaitis

 Joann provided a full report of our holdings.  See Joann for details.      
Membership Report: John Bendokaitis
John reported that we have 8 new members as a result of the shows.  This brings us to about 140 members.
First Vice President’s Report: Barbara Hosta

Barbara previewed the evening’s program about digging and storing tubers.  She encouraged everyone to ask questions.

The Christmas party will be held on December 5th, starting at 1 p.m. at Dimitri’s Restaurant in Parma.  We will order from the menu.  Entrees are in the $9-$15 range.  Details will follow.  Barb will request an RSVP so she can give the restaurant an approximate number of attendees.
The next meeting will be the annual photography contest and Neil Evans will give a presentation on taking and manipulating pictures. 

Second Vice President: Dave Cap
Dave thanked everyone involved in the shows this year - attendees, exhibitors, judges, clerks, and especially the cleanup crews.
He suggested that members attend the shows and observe the judging process.  Next year he would like to have members staff the shows to provide information to and answer questions for show attendees.  Dave will provide the schedule for next year’s shows at the November meeting.

Mike acknowledged the excellent job that Dave did again this year in managing the shows.  Great work Dave!  And thanks for all the hard work.
Corresponding Secretary’s Report: Mary Ann Moreno

Mary Ann reported that she sent out 135 Digests.  If you have information for the Digest, let Jerry, (or any officer) know.  Content contributions are most welcome.
Digest/ADS Report – Jerry Moreno
Jerry provided sample ADS Bulletins to our guests and also provided informational wall charts as needed. 

Midwest Show 2010 – Jerry Moreno
We will host the Midwest Show September 10-12.  It will be held at the Holiday Inn in Independence.  Consider spending a night at the hotel during the show.  The show is combined with our DSO show (usually held at Parmatown).
We discussed the possibility of having a logo for the event.  Please share your ideas. 
It was suggested that we have a tribute to Glenn, and other members who have passed away, at the show. 

Lois Macdonald will not be able to head up the artistic design section for the show, though she is willing to help and advise.  We will need to put together a team to work on this component of the show.  Some potential members were suggested.
The Midwest Conference asked that we get information about the show onto our website.  Sharon will do this post haste. 

Sunshine Report:  Elaine Bebenroth
No new events to report.  Paul Albrecht continues to recuperate.  We welcomed back John Bendokaitis.  Mike noted that Peggy Baker and Barb Miner’s mother have passed away recently.  
Web Site: Sharon Swaney 
Sharon reported that it was time to renew our hosting agreement.  She signed us up for four more years as this was a cost effective option.  The hosting cost is about $5 per month.
Most of the show results for this year are on the site as are some new pictures.  Please contribute any pictures that would be of interest to the club.

Botanical Garden Report:  Mike Weber for Marge Janki
Mike read a letter from the Botanical Garden thanking us for being an affiliate.  The letter reviewed their transportation program for underprivileged schools and asked us to consider a higher contribution for 2010.  After discussion and some members relating some negative experiences with the Botanical Garden, we decided to continue with our $500 contribution.
Old Business
Mike noted that the shows were very successful this year and led to new members.  He thanked all who attended, exhibited, judged, and cleaned up.
We need to choose a Flower of the Year for 2010.  It needs to be readily available and not too expensive.

Jerry expressed concern that we have 140 members but only about 25 in attendance at meetings.  He asked us to think about why this might be and what we could do to improve participation in the meetings and events.  He may run a survey in the Digest.  
New Business

Mike indicated that per the constitution we need to have a slate of officers for 2010 presented next month.  Due to term limits, the President, 1st Vice President , and 2nd Vice President positions are open.  Anyone interested in serving as an officer, please contact any current officer.  With the club sponsoring the Midwest show next year we need to have strong leadership for 2010.
Mike read a letter from the new producers of the IX Center’s Home and Garden Show.  The show will be held February 5-14, 2010.  They are offering discount tickets to club members.  The letter will be available on our website. 

It was mentioned that there will also be a home and garden type show in Euclid in January.  

The Mantua Garden Club has requested a speaker from our group.  Sharon and Jerry volunteered to contact the club and possibly speak at one of their meetings.             

Dahlia Questions/Comments?
 Questions and comments were combined with the program.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:20.  Joann Bendokaitis, Linda Vuletich, Mary Ann Moreno, and Barb Miner provided refreshments.  Thanks ladies.  Thanks also to Don Sopko for providing beverages.
Raffle

Dave won the raffle.  Congratulations.
Program – Digging, Dividing, Storing
Barbara Hosta, Mike Weber, and Dave Cap provided information on digging and storing tubers.  Stan Vuletich provided clumps on which to practice dividing.  Stan and Dave tutored those who wanted to practice dividing the tubers.  The audience also shared their tips and techniques.  
Next Meeting – November 20, 2009
Photography Contest and Presentation by Neil Evans
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Swaney

Recording Secretary
